
Session Descriptions 
KEYNOTE 
Thinking with Pen in Hand:  Using Sketchnotes to Promote Comprehension and Focus 
Tanny McGregor 
Students deserve to express themselves in a multitude of ways. Visual notetaking, or sketchnoting, is a versatile thinking tool that provides choice, 
boosts engagement, extends recall, and invites deeper comprehension. In this keynote address, Tanny will identify the research and then get practical. 
You'll learn how to get started as a sketchnoter, how to launch this practice with all kinds of students, and see how teachers across grade levels and 
content areas have welcomed sketchnoting into their instructional repertoires...all with pen or stylus in hand! (All) 

 
Building a Shared Understanding of Mathematics Through Intentional Planning of Discourse 
Sylvia Olmos 
If you attended Elevating EL Discourse and need support in planning, this session is for you! Participants will plan activities that encourage a greater 
focus on students “math-talk” by analyzing teacher role, questioning, explaining mathematical thinking, mathematical representations, and building 
student responsibility within the community moving from teacher-centered to student-centered discourse. Leave with a clear definition and 
understanding of what it means to be more at ease when engaging in mathematical discourse with ALL students. (K-6 Teachers and Coaches) 
 
EL Students in Secondary Schools:  Scheduling and Creating a Welcoming Community 
Fort Wayne Community School Corporation:  Emily Keirns, Julie Scheurich, & Sue Utterback 
Fort Wayne Community Schools will share the course structures it has developed to serve middle and high school EL students and other ways that it 
supports ELs, especially newcomers and SLIFE (Students with Limited or Interrupted Formal Education). Participants will also have the opportunity to 
share with others their scheduling practices and how they make their schools welcoming environments for ELs. (6-12 Teachers and Administrators) 
 
Elevating EL Student Discourse in the Mathematics Classroom 
Sylvia Olmos 
Are your EL students lacking a clear understanding of the language of mathematics? Do EL students shy away from discussing mathematics with 
others? Come experience firsthand how students make sense of mathematics and develop critical thinking and purposeful discourse with precision of 
language that promotes relational understanding at a cognitive level. Research indicates that central to mathematical content are general 
mathematical processes focused on problem solving, reasoning and proof, communication, connections, and representations. Participants will engage 
in activities that encourage a focus on students' talk about what they are thinking and doing as they engage in mathematical tasks and leave with a 
clear definition and understanding of what it means to be more at ease when engaging in mathematical discourse with EL students and strategies 
ready to implement in your classrooms. (K-6 Math Teachers, Coaches, Administrators) 
 
Engaging ELs:  Strategies that Work! 
Lori North & Brenda Ward 
In this fast-paced, interactive session, participants will learn and practice several strategies that are beneficial for ELs. A detailed description of each 
strategy will serve as a resource for you to intentionally support English Language Development.  (K-12 Teachers, Admin, Coaches, and Paras) 
 
Everyday Visual Literacy:  Viewing, Noticing, and Thinking in ELA and other Content Areas 
Tanny McGregor 
At every grade level and across subject areas, there are opportunities to explore visual literacy to deepen student thinking. Each invitation to view and 
notice gives us a reason to decelerate, taking a fresh look at the world and ourselves. In this session, we'll uncover practical approaches to weave visual 
literacy into everyday instruction. You'll learn to use images to build background knowledge, to expand student vocabulary, and to help students apply 
comprehension strategies...with the ultimate goal of deeper thinking for all.  (All) 
 
Gamifying Learning for ELs  
Amy Sturgeon 
Join this session for some specific ways to be a game-changer for ELLs---both literally and figuratively!  You'll learn that pictures are worth much more 
than 1000 words, and you'll get suggestions of games and activities that promote engagement and interaction and can be used in both small group and 
large group settings and in any subject area or grade level. (K-12 ESL Tutors, Teachers, Administrators) 
 
IDOE Updates 
Georgina Schneider, IDOE 
English Learning in Indiana:  Key topics and updates from the Indiana Department of Education.  (All) 
 
Inspire, Engage, Motivate, and Build Community!  Experiential Brain-Based Approaches to Social Emotional and Academic Engagement 
Jennifer Stanchfield 
Join this interactive workshop and fill your toolbox with novel but practical techniques to inspire, motivate, and connect. Explore dynamic strategies to 
build a positive, supportive and productive classroom and school community, enliven instruction, and enhance ownership and buy-in. Engage learners 
emotionally, physically and intellectually in academics while practicing essential social and emotional skills. Get learners moving, talking, and reflecting 
to create lasting, meaningful lessons. Leave with creative inspiration and new perspectives on the art of teaching. This is a two-part session. (All) 
 
Let’s Get Talking! 
Melissa Fresch 
During this session, you will learn how important academic conversations are for our EL learners.  In order to learn a language, students not only need 
to be immersed in it, they need to be using it daily.  As teachers, we need to make sure we are providing all the scaffolds for students to be successful 
with the academic language they will need to know in school.  You will see many examples, gain access to MANY visuals and take-aways that you can 
print and use in your classroom.  You won't want to miss the scaffolding examples provided in this session.     (K-5 Teachers and Admin) 



 
 
Newcomer Opportunities for Secondary Students 
Bri Kompara 
We will discuss project-based learning with a focus on culture and career opportunities.  (Secondary Teachers) 
 
SIOP – The Nuts and Bolts 
Theresa Casto 
Do you work with an English Learner (or two? five? twenty?)? Aren’t sure what to do to support them? Do you feel like it is “just one more thing? Snag 
a brief overview of the SIOP protocol and participate in a SIOP mini-lesson. This protocol was developed by observing the most successful classroom 
teachers and implementation components to increase achievement for all students in the regular classroom. Come explore how this may help increase 
the achievement for not only your English Learners, but all students. (K-12 Teachers and Administrators 
 
Standards Breakdown for Writing MPIs 
Carlota Holder and Jessica Bell 
Participants will learn how to use an MPI cheat sheet to breakdown standards and use them for construction of WIDA MPIs. In addition, participants 
will reflect how the construction of MPIs can influence a culture of growth mindset with the WIDA can-do philosophy. Immediately take resources back 
to your building to influence language and content instruction.  (All Teachers) 
 
Students as Readers, Researchers, and Writers 
Lesley Miller 
Create classroom environments that allow students to be active learners through research opportunities in content areas and literacy workshops. 
Learn to develop engaging units of study fueled by student inquiry in primary and intermediate grades.  (K-5 Teachers) 
 
The Most Powerful Solutions to Eliminating Chronic Behavior 
Kevin Dill 
What if knowing the most powerful strategies that prevent and eliminate chronic disruptive behavior were not only easy to implement, but also 
boosted student outcomes, improved your teaching competence, and revived your love for teaching? Rated by teachers as one of the best trainings on 
behavior, this training is designed to provide you the most effective strategies for preventing and eliminating behavior in your school and classroom. 
You’ll learn and leave with ready to use techniques for Angry, Obnoxious, Defiant, Explosive, Aggressive, Controlling, Arrogant, Noisy, Oppositional and 
Maladaptive students.  (K-12 Teachers, Administrators, and School Service Personnel) 
 
The Six Principles of Effective Instruction for ELs 
Lori North & Brenda Ward 
Come to this session to learn about TESOL's 6 Principles for Exemplary Teaching of English Learners. Each principle will be highlighted with an example 
that you will be able to embed in your lesson tomorrow.  (K-12 Teachers, Administrators, Coaches, Paraprofessionals) 
 
The Vocabulary Advantage:  Everyday Ways to Grow Kids’ Word Knowledge 
Tanny McGregor 
Having a varied and growing vocabulary gives students an advantage in academics and in life. How can we help kids become curious about words and 
want to learn more? What are everyday ways to build word learning into instruction? In this session, we'll explore a collection of fun, practical 
strategies designed to give our students the vocabulary advantage they deserve.  (All) 
 
Treasure Seekers:  Helping Multi-Lingual Learners from Trauma Shine 
Theresa Casto 
Through the sharing of stories and science, personal and professional experiences with teaching Multilingual Learners from trauma will be shared. This 
session will focus on the unique learning needs of EL students in addition to dealing with the impact of adverse childhood experiences. Specific 
classroom ideas will be given on how to break through the trauma and language challenges to provide a foundation that will help students shine. (K-12 
Teachers and Administrators) 
 
Two is Better than One! 
Melissa Fresch 
During this session we will talk about co-teaching in an EL classroom.  Writing is one of the most difficult areas for EL learners.  At our school, we have 
pushed into classrooms and have co-taught with different grade level teachers for writing.  During this time, we've used EL scaffolding strategies, as 
well as a lot of modeling and read alouds.  We have seen great growth in our writers because of this co-teaching model.  We'll show you how we do 
writing in the EL classroom, the strategies we use during co-teaching, and even share some units of studies that we've created.  This is a must-see 
session for those of you with younger and older Level 1-2 EL writers.  We take students who don't view themselves as writers and turn them into 
authors who are making books every single day! (K-5 Teachers and Administrators) 
 
Using SIOP to Initiate Effective Co-Teaching Methods 
Carlota Holder & Jessica Bell 
In this session Dove & Honigsfeld’s Collaboration & Co-Teaching framework will be used to demonstrate how the components of SIOP can align with 
the essential elements of co-teaching across grade levels. Participants will gain an understanding of how the different elements of SIOP align with co-
planning, co-teaching, co-assessing, and co-reflection in order to provide effective and rigorous language instruction for all students. (All) 

 


